


What Are Squirrels?

Squirrels are rodents. 

They are part of the Sciuridae 
family.

Chipmunks, marmots, flying 
squirrels and prairie dogs are also 
part of the Sciuridae family.

There are more than 200 different 
types of squirrel and they live in 
many countries all over the world.



Where Do Squirrels Live?
Squirrels can be found all over the world.

However, you will not find squirrels 
in Antarctica and they are not 
animals native to Australia.

Some squirrels live in trees. They 
prefer to live alone but sometimes 
gather together in a group during 
the cold weather.

Ground squirrels prefer to live 
together in large groups so that 
they can protect each other 
from attacks.



What Do Squirrels Look Like?
Squirrels have large front teeth, like rats and 
mice, that never stop growing.

Squirrels have big eyes. This helps them to see 
where they are going when they are climbing 
trees or being attacked by other animals.

Squirrels are born deaf and blind.

You can tell squirrels apart from other small 
animals because of their pointy ears and big, 
bushy tails.

In Ireland, you can see many grey squirrels and 
red squirrels.



What Do Squirrels Eat?
Most squirrels are omnivores. They eat anything they can find.

Lots of squirrels live in trees and 
eat nuts.

They also eat seeds, berries and 
pine cones.

Sometimes squirrels eat birds’ eggs 
and insects.

Most squirrels gather food in the 
autumn time to eat in the winter. 
Ground squirrels, however, do not 
do this as they hibernate during 
the winter.



Who Are Squirrels’ Predators?
Squirrels have many predators. 

Foxes and raccoons eat 
squirrels.

Hawks and owls also eat 
squirrels.

Squirrels can move very 
fast and jump around in a 
zigzag pattern. This helps 
them to escape from 
animals that want to 
eat them.



Other Fun Facts
Squirrels can find food buried beneath 30 centimetres of snow.

Squirrels can jump ten times the length of their body. They can also fall 
from 30 metres high without hurting themselves.

They can eat their own body weight every week and they put on extra 
weight in the wintertime to keep warm. 

Sometimes, squirrels bury their 
nuts and forget to dig them up 
again or cannot find them. This 
means that they accidentally 

plant trees all the time!



What Do You Like 
about Squirrels?




