
Spring Term in Reception 
JANUARY 2019 
 
 
 

Dear Families 
 
A very happy New Year to you all.  We hope you had a relaxing Christmas holiday and have now 
settled back happily into the school routine.  We wanted to contact you once again to update 
you on what to expect this coming term in Reception.  
 
Winter Wear 
With the winter months now here please ensure your child has a suitable coat and pair of welly 
boots in school every day.  The children still have access to our outdoors classrooms in most 
weathers, but will only be allowed on the field and woodland area if they have welly boots.  
Please ensure all items of your child’s school uniform; including coats, hats, scarves, gloves etc. 
are labelled, or at least initialled.  It is incredibly difficult for us to successfully return lost items if 
they are not named.  Your child is changing for PE at least once a week, so it is normal for items 
of clothing to occasionally end up in the wrong PE bag.  If items are named, they will be returned 
in time.  
 
Phonics  
All children are participating in a daily phonics session. This includes continuing to learn all of the 
letter sounds and letter names before learning how to ‘blend’ these sounds to read simple 
words, such as “m-a-p = map” or “h-a-t = hat” as well as ‘segmenting’ the words into individual 
sounds for spelling. Your child has also been taught to recognise some “tricky words” i.e the, 
was, to etc.  These are words that the children are taught cannot be sounded out, and are words 
we just have to learn by sight. Now that children are becoming more confident with phonics, 
they will be taught to recognise ‘digraphs’.  This is where two letters come together to make one 
sound i.e. ch, sh, th. Up to now, we have been using your child’s letters and sounds laminate 
book when hearing them read.  For those children who have secured the letter sounds and letter 
names, we will be taking out the laminate books from their reading folder in due course. They 
will then come home with the digraphs on laminate cards. 
 
Handwriting  
Our focus this half term in phonics will be on letter formation and encouraging the children to 
adopt the correct orientation of letters.  We will be using a weekly handwriting session to also 
support your child’s writing. In order to consolidate the letters your child has been learning in 
school, we will be sending these to practise at home. Your child will be given 3 letters to practise 
forming.  These will be kept in their reading folder in an orange book.  
 
Reading 
The children continue to show enthusiasm in reading with us at school and we are pleased to 
hear that many children continue with this interest at home.  Please feel free to change your 
child’s school books at your leisure.  The relevant books are labelled in a sequential order and 
are kept in baskets on the back wall of the library.  Please ensure books are taken and put back 
in this order, as children in Year 1 and Year 2 change their books themselves and are taught to 
follow this order.  



Library 
Children are free to choose a library book to share with you at home. These can be changed in 
the morning between 8.40-9am but should be signed in and out by an adult on the desk.  
Children must hand their previous book back before a new one can be scanned out.  
 
Toys 
Please remind your child that toys from home should remain at home. On a number of occasions 
toys are appearing in school and quickly become lost. This causes the children to then become 
upset. Thank you for supporting us with this.   
 
The Curriculum 
This term we aim to gently increase the amount of whole class and adult directed teaching in 
Reception.  We have begun this and the children are responding well to slightly more structure 
to their day.  As this requires your child to concentrate for longer periods of time, you may find 
that they become quite tired.  Please be assured that this is normal; the Christmas holidays are a 
busy period with little rest time and it takes the children a while to adapt to the new timetable.   
 
PE 
Our PE day this term will change from week to week depending on topic activities. Please ensure 
your child has their full kit in school every day.  This should include warm jogging bottoms and 
trainers during the colder weather. Thank you.  
 
Home Learning 
In the coming weeks your child will come home with “An Invitation to Learning” book.  This is 
effectively a home learning book and will offer a range of extra activities linked to our half term 
topics.  We feel the activities set allow your child to share and consolidate learning from school 
with you at home.  Home learning will be sent home on a Friday afternoon with a note 
explaining the activities and when the books should be returned.  Home learning is optional for 
Reception families so please do not feel you have to produce something each time.  Our main 
priority remains to be Reading and Phonics.  Further details of how your child can access 
“Mathletics” - an inspiring and engaging online platform for improving and reinforcing maths 
skills - will also be sent home in the coming weeks.  
 
Tapestry 
Your child’s online assessment journal was sent out LIVE last term.  We hope you have managed 
to log on successfully and have enjoyed seeing some of the things we have captured during your 
child’s first term at school.  The journals will now remain live with teachers adding updates 
throughout the week.  Please let us know if you have had trouble logging in or have any further 
questions about contributing to the journals yourself.  We would love to see some of your child’s 
out of school achievements and celebrations, so please do upload photos that your child wishes 
their teacher to see.  We will respond as soon as we can! 
 
Uniform 
Please ensure any items of clothing borrowed by your child in a school day are returned as soon 
as possible after taking them home.  There are many items missing from our spare clothes boxes 
and we now have to change children into their PE kits if they become muddy or wet.  Please can 
we also remind you of the importance of clearly naming your child’s uniform.   
 
 



Whilst we encourage the children to take responsibility for their property, particularly when 
changing for PE or going outside, we hope you can appreciate that it is easy for the odd item to 
end up in the wrong bag, and on most occasions it is only named items that are successfully 
returned.  
 
Reception Team 
During last half term we said thank you and goodbye to Mrs McIntosh and Mrs Alexander; both 
of whom worked some sessions in Reception. Mrs Wilde has since joined the Reception team, 
and has been working with us since November, so is already a very familiar face to the children.  
 
Diary Dates 
Mrs Money has added school dates to our new website. A reminder of those most relevant to 
Reception include; 
 
Wednesday 23rd January 
Friday 25th January  
Wednesday 30th January 
Wednesday 30th January 
Tuesday 5th February 
Wednesday 13th February 
Friday 15th February  
 
Monday 25th February 
Thursday 7th March 
Friday 15th March 
 
Monday 18th March 
Friday 29th March 
Friday 5th April 
 

Hedgehogs Parent Lunch - 12pm 
Creative Arts Day - in school event, for children only 
Reception walk to Jarman’s Bakery - details TBC 
Parents Evening Consultations 4.30-7.30pm 
Parents Evening Consultations 3.45-5.45pm 
Moles Parent Lunch - 12pm 
BREAK UP for Half Term at 3.10pm 
 
Back to School 
World Book Day - dress up  
Comic Relief – more details to follow 
Friends “Glow Disco” 
Wonderful Writers Day - in school event, for children only 
Mothers Day Assembly - 9.15am 
END OF TERM for Easter Holidays 1.30pm 
 

We are learning about “Food Glorious Food” and “Traditional Tales and Nursery Rhymes”. 
 
In preparation for our Food around the World week at the beginning of February, we are calling 
upon families who might wish to introduce a new food and share customs and traditions native 
to their home country with the children.  We plan to ‘visit’ a country a day including France, Italy, 
Asia, Germany and Australia and sample different foods native to these countries - croissants, 
frankfurters, noodles etc.  If you have anything you would like to share with the children, native 
to these countries or any other; either yourself in person or through the teacher, please let your 
child’s class teacher know as soon as possible. 
 
We hope that you all enjoy another successful and happy term with us in Reception. 
 
Kind Regards 
Miss Randles, Mrs Robinson and the Reception Team       


