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Message from Mrs Money

The last 4 months have been the most challenging in my career but they have also been the most 
rewarding. I have been so proud of the way that the children in school have coped with the 
changes and how the children (and parents!) at home have continued with their home learning 
challenges with determination. I have felt truly humbled by the way that the staff have 
approached every new challenge with enthusiasm, creativity and humour. I have also felt very 
appreciative that as parents you have embraced every decision, change of arrangements and 
communication with gratitude and understanding. Thank you all.

We have really missed our whole community being together every day but are already excited 
about seeing everyone in September. We say goodbye today to our Year 2 children who I was so 
delighted to have back together on the field for a socially distanced farewell song. Thankyou to 
Mrs Rachael Thomas for writing the Rainbow song which they all sang together beautifully…there 
wasn’t a dry eye to be seen. A very special and fitting tribute to their final year at Sandringham. 
Mrs Theobald has also had a fabulous send off today although I have no doubt that we she will 
pop in to say hello soon.

Over the summer holidays the staff will be busy preparing for September, there will be another 
deep clean and Mr Cooper will be completing some projects around the school grounds. Next week 
he will also be painting the fences and wooden play equipment on the field. If you would like to 
lend a hand with these projects please contact the school office as I am sure that he would love 
the help and we have plenty of paintbrushes!

Thankyou to all of the children who have painted the beautiful stones which are outside in the 
front of the school…139 in total. And thank you to Cameron Booth who helped me measure the 
stone snake which is a grand 8m and 40cms! As long as the children are happy to leave the stones 
at school I would like to make a more permanent feature of them…keep your eyes peeled in 
September.

As with all events in school I like to reflect on what went well and what could have been better. 
Covid19 meant a dramatic change in the way that we communicated with families and educated 
the children. If you have the time I would really appreciate it if you would send me an email with 
your WWW (what went well) and EBI (even better if) thoughts. Your feedback is invaluable in 
helping me shape the future at Sandringham, particularly in the event of another closure.

On behalf of all of the staff I would like to say a HUGE thank you for all of our wonderful gifts, 
cards and kind messages – we feel very spoilt! I would also like to say thank you so much to the 
Year 2 families who have collectively donated £370 to the school. I would like to spend this 
money on a new wooden friendship bench for the playground to remind us all of the wonderful 
friendships made not only by our Year 2 children but for all of our children. 

Please take note of the September starting school arrangements on the next page of this 
newsletter which have been slightly amended to ensure that all children have a smooth and happy 
transition back into school. 

I hope that the sunny weather continues and that you all have a relaxing, safe and wonderful 
summer holidays.                                     
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SEPTEMBER STARTING SCHOOL DATES

The last few months have been very different for all the children whether in school or at home. By 
September many children will not have been in school for almost 6 months. It is essential that the 
return for all children is a positive and smooth transition from home to school. We will be planning 
what is called a ‘recovery’ curriculum for the first few weeks where children will be given the time 
and space to reconnect with staff, each other and their learning. School will not open in its entirety 
until Monday 7th September however we would like to invite the new Year 1 and 2 children to come 
into school in smaller groups on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th September. The aim of these sessions will be to 
enable the children to reconnect, to have time to talk about their experiences and to have lots of 
fun with their friends who they may not have seen for a long time.

Year 1 and 2 classes will be split into Team A and Team B. Please see below the arrangements for 
return to school. You will receive an email informing you which team your child is in.

• Wednesday 2nd September – Team A in school 9 – 11.30 / Team B in school 12.30-3
• Thursday 3rd September    – Team A in school 9 – 11.30 / Team B in school 12.30-3
• Friday 4th September         - All Year 1 and Year 2 in school – 9 – 12.30 including lunch

New Reception and Nursery families will have received a letter in the post or by hand detailing their 
own transition into school which is different to Year 1 and 2.

Government guidelines still suggest staggered start and finish times. We will continue the one way 
drop off system with the school day being;

• Reception children – 8.40 – 3pm
• Year 1 and Year 2 children – 8.50 – 3.10pm

Please read below the details for Friday afternoon school closure starting Friday 11th September. 

ESIOTROT 
CHALLENGE

Thank you to all of the 
children who entered the 

competition to design a new 
cage for my cheeky roaming 
tortoise called Esiotrot. The 

prize goes to Thomas and 
Alex Riley whose plan 

included a hibernation pad, a 
vegetable patch and a slide!
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON CLOSURE – AUTUMN TERM

Last week Mrs Dickinson CEO of the Kite Academy Trust sent all current and prospective 
parents an email and survey with regards to the continuation of school closure on Friday 
afternoons. This has been in place for the summer term due to the COVID19 pandemic and 
the strict Government guidelines for deep cleaning of all school resources and classrooms. 
The Kite Trust have made the decision to continue with this closure for the Autumn term 
as the guidelines for intense cleaning are set to continue. This also allows for all teachers 
to have their PPA (planning preparation and assessment time) which is a legal requirement, 
during this afternoon of closure. This PPA has previously taken place throughout the week 
and has been covered by external sports and music teachers. The Friday afternoon PPA 
model will reduce the number of adults moving between year group bubbles and also reduce 
any external staff coming into school. Hence keeping children and staff safe.

Starting from Friday 11th September until further notice school will close on Fridays 
for year groups at the following times;

Reception children – 12.45pm
Year 1 and Year 2 children – 1pm

If you have children in more than one year group please collect them at the earlier time of 
12.45pm.

Nursery will continue to be open all week as normal as per Government guidelines.

Between 12.45 and 3pm there will be a limited number of spaces for children to stay in a 
mixed year group bubble. This will be in the hall and be supervised by 2 learning support 
assistants. This will be a play based afternoon and not involve any formal teaching of 
lessons.

After school club will also run from 3 until 6 pm with the normal club staff for parents who 
require this provision. Booking details and fees for this can be found on the school website.

Please note that from September the priority places for children of keyworkers no longer 
apply. The spaces for the Friday afternoon provision will be allocated based on the following 
criteria;

• Both parents are working 
• Both parents are working on the Friday afternoon 
• You have no alternative childcare provision
• Parents understand that this is a mixed year group bubble
• If asked parents are prepared to provide evidence from their employer regarding 

working hours

Thank you to those of you who completed the survey expressing an interest for a place. The 
office staff will be in contact with you to confirm that you are eligible based on the above 
criteria by Wednesday 22nd July. Please note that there are a limited number of spaces and 
we may not be able to accommodate the level of need.
If you have not completed the survey and since the deadline has now passed please contact 
Sarah Cable at the school office to register your interest in a place by the final date of 
Tuesday 21st July. 
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FAREWELL TO MRS THEOBALD


